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Broome High School SAT 

performance continues to rise 

with Broome seniors achiev-

ing a composite score of 

1501, seventeen points higher 

than the previous year and 

eight points higher than the 

national average.  In the math 

and reading segments of the 

SAT, Broome students had a 

52 point increase over last 

two years. 
 

Superintendent Jim Ray 

stated, òI commend our 

Broome students and staff for 

making these significant gains.  

They deserve all the credit."   
 

Average SAT scores for South 

Carolina public high school 

seniors in the Class of 2009 

fell six points from the previ-

ous year according to the 

College Board.  South Caro-

lina public school seniorsõ av-

erage composite score for 

critical reading, math and 

writing was 1,452, down six 

points.   
 

The national average dropped 

two points to 1,493.  Critical 

reading was 482, math was 

496 and writing was 467, 

compared to national aver-

ages for public schools of 496, 

510 and 487. 

Community Auditorium Progresses 
Construction of the District 

Three Community Audito-

rium is fast approaching com-

pletion. Over the next several 

weeks auditorium seating will 

be installed, along with the 

terrazzo flooring in the lobby 

area and the waterfall foun-

tain.  

The majority of construction 

should be completed in Octo-

ber, with testing of systems 

and training for use of the 

facility occurring in Novem-

ber.    
 

Muralist Joe McKinney will 

begin painting a large mural in 

the lobby which will de-

pict the history and cul-

ture of our district. 
 

December will bring 

premier performances in 

the auditorium ð fittingly, 

our own DecemberSong.  

The choral performance 

is scheduled for December 10 

and the band performance will 

take place December 14. 
 

Planning has begun for the 

official auditorium dedication / 

open house and a dedication 

concert. 
 

Dr. Jim Ray, Superintendent, 

said, òThe Spartanburg Dis-

trict Three Board of Trustees 

is to be commended for its 

vision in making this wonder-

ful facility a reality.  It will be a 

signature asset for the com-

munity for many decades to 

come. ò 

Broome SAT Scores Continue  
Upward Trend 
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Keith Nix Selected Teacher of  the Year 

The 2009-2010 Teacher of the 

Year for Spartanburg School Dis-

trict 3 is Keith Nix, an eighth grade 

science teacher at Cowpens Middle 

School.  Nix has eleven years 

teaching experience, three in his 

current position, and holds a 

Bachelor of Science in Psychology 

from Regents College in New 

York, a Master of Education in Ele-

mentary Education and an Educa-

tion Specialist degree in Admini-

stration and Supervision, both from 

Converse College.  Nix will repre-

sent Spartanburg School District 

Three in the State Teacher of the 

Year compe-

tition. 
 

Nix is chair-

person of the 

Science De-

partment, 

sponsor for 

the Cowpens 

Middle 

School stu-

dent council, 

and Site Coordinator for Making 

Middle Grades Work initiative.  He 

is a member of the National Sci-

ence Teacher Association, South 

Carolina Science Consortium, and 

the Association for Supervision and 

Curriculum Development.  He also 

served on the South Carolina De-

partment of Education standards 

revision committee to develop and 

revise science standards. 
 

District Threeõs Teacher of the 

Year selections by school include: 
 

Cannons Elementary School: 

Caroline Davis  has taught for 

fourteen years, the past three as a 

fifth grade teacher in English lan-

guage arts and social studies.  Davis 

holds a Bachelor of Science in Early 

Childhood Education from USC 

Upstate, a masterõs degree in Ele-

mentary Education, and a masterõs 

in Administration and Supervision 

from Converse College. 

 

Clifdale Elementary School: 

Tiffany Jolly is a fifth grade math 

and science teacher.  She has been 

teaching for nine years.  Jolly 

earned her Bachelor of Education 

from Limestone College and her 

Master of Education from Con-

verse College.  She earned National 

Board Certification during the 2008

-2009 school year. 
 

Cowpens Elementary School: 

 Kathy Potter is a first grade 

teacher.  She has 35 years teaching 

experience, the last three at Cow-

pens Elementary School.   She 

holds a bachelorõs degree from 

Gardner Webb University and a 

Master in Education from the Uni-

versity of South Carolina.   Potter 

earned National Board Certifica-

tion in 2003. 
 

Pacolet Elementary School: 

Patsy Brown currently teaches 

Kindergarten through second grade 

reading.  She has taught for 29 

years.  Brown earned a Bachelor of 

Science degree in Elementary Edu-

cation from Appalachian State Uni-

versity and a masterõs degree from 

USC Upstate. 
 

Middle School of Pacolet: 

 Kara Ruth teaches sixth and sev-

enth grade science.  She has three 

years of teaching experience, all in 

her present position.  Ruth earned 

a bachelorõs degree in Elementary 

Education from Auburn University 

and is currently enrolled in the 

Master of Education program at 

Converse College. 
 

Broome High School: 

Haila Adams -Scoggins is a spe-

cial education teacher.  She has a 

total of seventeen years experi-

ence, twelve of those in her cur-

rent position.  Adams-Scoggins 

earned a Bachelor of Science from 

Winthrop University and a Master 

of Education from Clemson Univer-

sity. 
 

Daniel Morgan Technology Center: 

Reginald Means teaches machine 

tool technology.   He has taught for 

five years.  Means has an associateõs 

degree in Industrial Technology 

from Greenville Technical College.  

Through a two-year DIRECT certi-

fication program, Means received 

his Machine Tool Technology and 

CADD teaching credentials. 

I N S I D E  T H R E E  

 

The mission of Spartanburg School District Three     

 . . . Steeped in history, focused on the future . . .  

is to equip all students to thrive as productive citizens by ensuring  

challenging and relevant learning experiences in a safe,  

nurturing environment.  
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Robert Earl òTreyó Brown, a 2009 

graduate of Broome High School 

and former student at Daniel Mor-

gan Technology Center, earned a 

silver medal by placing second at 

the National SkillsUSA competition 

in firefighting.  Brown won the 

state championship in March of this 

year. 
 

The Firefighting Contest evaluates 

the contestantõs preparation for a 

career in firefighting through hands

-on skill demonstrations and both 

written and oral presentations.  

Areas tested include: safety, 

breathing apparatus, fire streams, 

ladders, ropes, knots and hoses, 

fire control, ventilation, emergency 

medical care and rescue and pro-

tecting fire cause evidence. Con-

testants are evaluated using stan-

dards established by the National 

Fire Protection Association 

(NFPA).  Brown had a total score 

of 975 out of a possible 1000 

points finishing second 

out of 27 entries.  
 

òWe offer our heartfelt 

congratulations to Trey 

Brown for placing second 

in the nation in this 

fierce competition!  We 

are extremely proud of 

Trey, his teacher, Brian 

Mullinax, and the Daniel 

Morgan Technology Cen-

ter,ó said District 3 su-

perintendent, Jim Ray.  
 

Begun in 1967, the SkillsUSA 

Championships has grown from 54 

competitors in three contests to 

more than 5,400 competitors in 91 

hands-on skill and leadership con-

tests this year.  Formerly known as 

VICA (Vocational Industrial Clubs 

of America), SkillsUSA is a partner-

ship of students, teachers and in-

dustry working 

together to en-

sure America 

has a skilled 

work force. The 

SkillsUSA Cham-

pionships is the 

national-level 

competition for 

public high 

school and col-

lege/

postsecondary 

technical students enrolled in 

trade, technical, and skilled service 

profession instructional programs 

including allied health occupations.  

Each SkillsUSA Championships 

contestant is a state-level gold 

medalist. 

Brown Places Second in National Fire Fighting 
Competition 

I N S I D E  T H R E E  

Preventing the Spread of  the Novel H1N1 Flu 
We need your help to prevent the 

spread of flu among our children.  
 

The novel H1N1 flu (swine flu) 

spreads the same way that regular 

seasonal flu viruses spread, mainly 

through the coughs and sneezes of 

people who are sick with the flu. It 

can also spread when a person 

touches an object or surface that 

harbors flu germs, then touches 

their eyes, nose or mouth.  
 

You can help slow the spread of flu 

by doing the following:  
 

1. Talk with your child about 

hand washing. Frequent hand 

washing with soap and warm 

water helps remove germs and 

viruses. Children should wash 

their hands for about 20 sec-

onds or as long as it takes to 

sing the òHappy Birthdayó song 

twice.  

2. Teach your child to cover his 

or her mouth and nose with a 

tissue when coughing or sneez-

ing and then to throw the tis-

sue away. Your child can cough 

or sneeze into his or her upper 

sleeve if no tissue is handy. 

Wash hands afterward.  

3. Encourage your child to eat 

healthy foods, exercise, and get 

plenty of rest.  

4. Keep your child home if he or 

she has a fever of 100°F or 

higher and a cough or sore 

throat for which there is no 

known cause. Call your childõs 

school and tell them your 

childõs symptoms. In most 

cases, your child can return to 

school after he or she has been 

fever free for at least 24 hours 

without taking fever-reducing 

medications.  

5. Make sure the school has a 

way to reach you during the 

school day. Students who be-

come ill at school with flu-like 

symptoms must be sent home.  
 

We greatly appreciate your help 

and understanding. We will do our 

best to keep you informed. To-

gether we can keep our children 

and schools healthy. 



Spartanburg School District Three 

welcomed new staff at a luncheon 

in their honor on August 11, 2009.  

New employees to the district are: 
 

Cannons Elementary School  
 

Mary Beth Bobo will be coordinat-

ing the STARS program and assisting 
with reading intervention.  She is a 

graduate of Converse College with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Elemen-

tary Education.  She previously taught 
4th grade at Clinton Elementary 

School. 
 

Celina Hurley earned a Master of 
Education degree in Special Educa-

tion, Emotional Disorders from Con-
verse College.  She will be teaching K 

ð 2 special education.  Ms. Hurley is a 
member of the National Association 

of Special Education Teachers. 
 

Clifdale Elementary School  
 

Stacey E. Boyter is serving as the 
Parent as Teacher (PAT) coordinator 

and first grade assistant.  A product 
of District 3 schools, Boyter earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Physical 

Education from Limestone College. 
 

Cowpens Elementary School  
 

Sarah Justus is no stranger to Dis-
trict 3.  She has served as a Zest 

Quest Wellness Coach for the past 4 
years.  She will be teaching physical 

education at CES and coaching JV 
Volleyball at Broome High School.  

Sarah earned a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Health and Exercise Science 

from Furman University. 
 

Mandy Minton joins the CES staff as 
a first grade instructional assistant. 

Ms. Minton earned a Master in Ele-
mentary Education from Converse 

College and is certified in Elementary 
Education and Early Childhood. 

 

Pacolet Elementary School  
 

Jocelyn Roper is teaching 4th grade 

social studies and English-language 
arts.  She earned a Bachelor of Arts 

degree in Elementary Education the 
University of South Carolina Upstate.  

She is a member of Kappa Delta Pi 
International Education Honor Soci-

ety. 
 

Kristin Wilkerson earned a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Early Childhood 

Education from the University of 
South Carolina Upstate.  She joins 

the staff as a five-year old kindergar-
ten teacher. 
 

Cowpens Middle School  
 

Kathy Quinn joins CMS  in the front 
office as a secretary. She previously 

worked in Spartanburg District 7 and 
at Hoechst Celanese.   
 

Jane Lewis earned a Bachelor of Sci-

ence degree from Winthrop Univer-
sity.  She joins the CMS staff teaching  

physical education.  Previously Ms. 
Lewis taught at Chapman High 

School, Boiling Springs High School 
and Boiling Springs Junior High 

School. 
 

DeSherah Briscoe is teaching 6th, 7th, 
and 8th grade band.  She will also 

serve as the assistant band director 
for the high school.  Briscoe earned a 

Bachelor of Arts degree in Music Per-
formance from North Carolina A & T 

State University, graduating Cum 
Laude.   
 

Middle School of Pacolet  
 

Savanna Beheler will be teaching 
resource in grades 6-8.  She earned a 

Bachelor of Science degree in Special 
Education and Elementary Education 
from the University of South Carolina 

Upstate. 
 

Reggie Gray is a teaching assistant 

and football coach at MSP.  He will 
also serve as the head coach for JV 

basketball and will assist with varsity 
track at the high school.  Gray earned 

a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Therapeutic and Community Recrea-

tion from Benedict College. 
  
Dan Jago earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Teaching Communication 
Arts and Literature from the Univer-

sity of Minnesota, Duluth.  He will be 
teaching 6th, 7th and 8th grade English-

language Arts. 
 

Cara Jago earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in German, Teaching German, 

and Teaching English at the University 
of Minnesota, Duluth.  She will be 

teaching German at the Middle 
School of Pacolet and Cowpens Mid-

dle School.  Jago also studied abroad 
for a semester at Karl-Franzens Uni-
versity in Graz, Austria. 
 

Chris Wilson will be teaching publica-

tions and business applications at 
MSP.  Wilson will also serve as head 

coach for JV baseball at Broome High 
School.  He earned a Bachelor of Sci-

ence degree from Lander University. 
 

Kevin Hand joins MSP as a 7th & 8th 

grade math teacher.  He earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Middle 

Grades Education with concentra-
tions in Math and Social Studies from 

the University of South Carolina Up-
state. 
 

Broome High School  
 

Robert James joins the AFJROTC 

program at BHS after twenty-four 
years in the Air Force, working in 

logistics management, and three years 
teaching AFJROTC at Warren 

County High School in Warrenton, 
NC.  James earned a Master of Arts 

degree in Human Resource Develop-
ment from Webster University. 

District Three Welcomes New Employees 
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Sarah Lovesky is a graduate of the 

University of Mary Washington  
where she earned a Bachelor of Sci-

ence degree in chemistry.  She will be 
teaching general and college prep 

chemistry. 
 

Sherry Gilmer joins BHS as the 

Guidance Department secretary.  She 
has substituted in the classrooms and 

offices of District Three for the past 
6 years.                             
 

Daniel Morgan Technology 

Center  
Lauren Gossett will be teaching 
graphics and printing.   She earned a 

Bachelor of Art degree in Art with a 

concentration in Graphic Design 
from Anderson University. Following 

graduation from college she worked 
in Graphic Design.  
 

Transportation:    
 

Cindy Burt joins us from the state of 
Kentucky where she served as a 

school bus driver with several years 
experience. Travis Copeland knew 

that he wanted to become a bus 
driver because of how his bus driver 

treated him and other students. He is 
currently attending Spartanburg 

Community College.  Roy White 

came to us from the Camp Croft Fire 

Department.  He will serve as a part-
time driver.  Angie Stafford  is a 

former employee of the district who 
moved to another state and upon 

return to Spartanburg rejoined the 
district as a part-time driver.  
 

District Administration:  
 

Dr. James Jennings joins the staff as 

Assistant Superintendent for  Person-
nel and Pupil Services.  Dr. Jennings 
previously served as Superintendent 

for Spartanburg School District 2.  
He is filling the position for one year. 

V O L U M E  X I I I ,  I S S U E  I  
I N S I D E  T H R E E  

P A G E  5  

Seven students from Clifdale Ele-

mentary School participated in the 

Spartanburg Junior Writing Project 

during their summer break.  An 

outgrowth of the nationally recog-

nized Spartanburg Writing Project, 

the Junior Writing Project is an en-

richment summer program for ris-

ing third through twelfth graders.   
 

During the two-week program, stu-

dents had the opportunity to work 

with professional writers, poets, 

and story-tellers, and participated in 

a writer's workshop approach to 

expanding and sharpening their 

creative writing skills.   
 

Students also had the  

opportunity to publish and per-

form their chosen pieces.    
 

Students participating from Clif-

dale Elementary School were:  

(left to right back row) Myles 

Prosser, Caroline Posey, and Cody 

Greer; (left to right front row) 

Monte Baker, Reece Dawson and 

Brook Bennett.  (Not pictured, 

Taylor Birch.) 

Clifdale Students Hone Writing Skills  
During Summer 

The Broome High School 

AFROTC program had six ca-

dets attend the South Carolina 

Joint Summer Leadership 

School held this summer at the 

Citadel.  The primary purposes 

of this learning experience was 

to prepare Air Force, Army, 

and Navy JROTC cadets for 

leadership roles in their units,  

service and leadership roles in 

their schools and communities 

and to better prepare them for life 

after high school.  Furthermore the 

program instilled in cadets the 

JROTC values of citizenship, service 

to the United States, personal re-

sponsibility, and sense of accom-

plishment.  Cadet Jacob Allen was 

selected to be the Leadership 

School Commander. Other cadets 

attending were Craig Gentry, 

Cerah Cutting, Jordon Howell, Nick 

Brown and Erika Minnix.   

AFROTC Cadets Attend Leadership School 


