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District 3 gets accreditation recommendation
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Jerri-Lyn Burns led an AdvancED team of
inspectors that just put Spartanburg School
District 3 through an extensive top to bottom
district-wide review. The AdvancED team was
comprised of education leaders and Burns said
their job was to “collect and analyze evidence”
and that’s what they did.

3 no longer competes strictly against other
local school districts or those in the nation,
but they now must compete with schools
worldwide. Burns noted District 3 had to
meet standards for organizational effectiveness, engage in continuous improvement, and
demonstrate quality assurance.

AdvancED is a global leader in advancing District 3 was evaluated on seven standards by
excellence in education not only in the U.S. AdvancED:
but also throughout the world.
 Vision and Purpose
 Governance and Leadership
 Teaching and Learning
 Documenting and Using Results
 Resources and Support Systems
 Stakeholder Communications and
Relationships



Burns provided the team’s Oral Exit Report to
the District 3 School Board, staff, teachers,
and parents at the District 3 Administration
Office. She began by complementing Dr. Ray
and Assistant Superintendent Dr. Eric Levitt
for allowing the team to increase in size to
allow them to visit all district schools. Burns
explained the team conducted extensive interviews with more than 250 District 3 employees, parents, students, and community and
business partners while also observing classes
in all the schools.
During her remarks she stated School District

Commitment to Continuous Improvement

Burns reported District 3 scored high in every
category and remarked it was difficult for her
team to make recommendations for improvement at District 3. District 3 scored the highest rating, Highly Functional, in two categories,
Governance and Leadership, and Resources
and Support Systems. The other five areas
were rated “Operational” meaning these areas
were above average but demonstrated
standard practices that are commonly found in
other schools.
Speaking of leadership she stated, “The Board
and Superintendent have gone above and
beyond. We are really pleased and we
struggled to find areas of improvement here.”
(continued—page 2)

INSIDE

THREE

VOLUME

“A small but mighty district”

XIV

ISSUE

2

continued

above and beyond. We are really pleased and we has been validated” with the district being recomstruggled to find areas of improvement here.”
mendation for accreditation.
Speaking of Resources and Support Systems Burns District 3 Board Chairman Eddie Dearybury thanked
noted District 3 is “laser targeted to support the inspectors noting, “The team came out to
students in the classroom.”
educate and help the district as it goes forward so we
can better serve our students.”
She praised the district for helping all its employees
to “continue their growth in their careers.” The Dr. Ray explained the final review was the
team found “no matter the age of the building” they “culmination of twenty months of hard work.”
all had “equal opportunity to access technology and
Burns wound down her report and explained, “We
we were blown away by the amount of technology. It
are recommending accreditation. AdvancED accrediwas well maintained and cared for.”
tation will send a final report” in the coming weeks.
Burns told those gathered, “Again and again we found
Burns ended by telling those gathered, “I was very,
honor and deep respect for each other within the
very touched by the work you do” and called District
district.”
3 “A small but mighty district.”
District 3 Superintendent Dr. Jim Ray was very
pleased with the final results saying, “We heard some
Reprinted by permission,
accolades we expected and some we didn’t.” He
Hometown News
added, “We feel much of the hard work we’ve done
lruss@hometown-news.com

Schools bring home silver and gold awards
Five District Three schools have earned recognition for academic achievement in
2010. Cannons Elementary School received the Palmetto Gold award, while
Cowpens Elementary School, Pacolet Elementary School, Cowpens Middle School
and Middle School of Pacolet all received Palmetto Silver awards. Pacolet
Elementary School is also the recipient of a Gold “Closing the Achievement Gap”
Award. High school and technology center scores have not yet been announced.
Dr. Jim Ray, superintendent, said, “These awards are a testimony to the hard work
of our students, teachers and principals!”

South Carolina Exceptional Educator of the Year
Kennedy Norungolo, a special needs teacher at Clifdale Elementary School, has
been named the South Carolina 2011 Exceptional Educator of the Year. Norungolo
was recognized at the State Council for Exceptional Children Annual Conference.
This award is based on the demonstration of exemplary performance through qualities including innovation, creativity, and the ability to inspire students. Ladson
Berry, director of special services stated, “No matter the task, Kennedy always provides a high level of energy, exuberance and commitment.”

Teacher Chosen for Science P.L.U.S. Institute
Kara Mann, a seventh grade science teacher at Cowpens Middle School, has been
selected to attend the Science P.L.U.S. Institute at Roper Mountain Science Center
for Life Science. The institute will be held during the summer of 2011. The
Institute, funded by a South Carolina Education Improvement Act (EIA) grant, gives
intensive training in science teaching methods and activities to public school science
teachers from throughout South Carolina.
For more in-depth stories visit our Web page at www.spartanburg3.org
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Stakeholders played key role in accreditation recommendation
The AdvancED accreditation process is collaborative
and comprehensive. It yields the best results for students, schools and districts by involving stakeholders
who are invested in our schools. A stakeholder is
an individual or group with an interest in the success
of students and the district.

Pacolet Elementary School

Tina Atkins
Clarence Batts
Elaine Harris
Karla Lamb
Doris Patterson
Many parent, business and community leaders in our Starr Wofford
district gave hours of their personal time to help the
Cowpens Middle School
district by participating in the accreditation process.
Our school board and staff thank these hardworking Jimmy Bolton
supporters for their effort and commitment James Gardiner
Chris Jolley
throughout the AdvancEd accreditation process.
Crystal Kingsmore
Cannons Elementary School
Becki Spencer
Jodi Gilmer
Tammy Threatt
Ladda Nguyen
Dr. Bill Westafer
Penny Stubblefield
Middle School of Pacolet
Brent Summerfield
Daphine Billings
Nereatha Thomas
Jodi Poggemeyer
Robert and Susie Wall
Mitch Trammel
Broome High School
Jeff Crocker
Lee Gist
John Linder
Phyllis Logan
Laura Taylor
Vera Ware
Daniel Morgan Technology Center

Clifdale Elementary School
Stephanie Breitenbach
Joyce Cowley
Chris Jolley
Kristi Minor
Christina Moore
Susanne O’Brien
Shannon White

Kathy Edge
Rev. Ron Henderson
Shana McKenzie
Warren Snead
Douglas Winslow
District
Dr. B.G. Stephens
Richard Wheeler

Cowpens Elementary School
Jimmy Bolton
Brandi Hall
Susan Kelley
Ric Makupson
Holly Norris
Debra Wooten
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2011 Junior Scholars Recognized
Nineteen eighth-grade students from
Spartanburg School District Three have
been named Junior Scholars.
Scholars from Cowpens Middle School
include Christian Baez, Nathan Campbell,
Morgan Gardiner, Saralane Green,
Zachary Howell, Davis Keller, Cameron
Mintz, Dylan Napoli, Diego Nigoa, Jessica
Pettit, Waylon Rhymer, Neil Thomas, Carl
Tuck and Joakim Wyatt.
Middle School of Pacolet scholars are
Jessica Davis, Kylie Gillette, Nate Mathis,
Hannah Sanders and Christian Thomas.
The Junior Scholars Program was
developed by the State Department of
Education to identify students with
exceptional academic talent.
Spartanburg School District Three does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, religion, national origin, age, handicap or veteran status in providing employment or educational opportunities and benefits in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the employment
provisions (Title D) of the Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990, and all other applicable civil rights laws. Any person having inquiries or complaints concerning Spartanburg County School District
Threes compliance with implementing Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans With
Disabilities Act of 1990, or other civil rights laws should contact the Director for Personnel and Pupil Services, 3535 Clifton Glendale Rd., Glendale, SC 29346, 864-279-6000 (T), 864-279-6010 (F).

